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Bunker Hill Five-Year Review Completed

In late October, EPA completed the second, site-wide five-year
review of the hazardous waste cleanup at the Bunker Hill
Superfund Site. EPA is required to review Superfund cleanups
where contaminants remain in place, at least every five years, to
ensure they protect public health and the environment. Each
cleanup action was carefully evaluated at the site’s three
operable units: the Bunker Hill “Box” populated areas (Operable
Unit 1), the “Box” non-populated areas (Operable Unit 2), and the
Coeur d’Alene Basin (Operable Unit 3).

This review confirms that cleanup actions are generally working
as planned and are expected to protect human health and the
environment if there are key follow-up actions. These actions
include:
• Secure permanent funding for the Box Institutional Controls

Program and  monies for infrastructure, such as roads and
storm water controls. This is key to preventing recontamination.

• Establish an Institutional Controls Program in the Basin to
protect cleanup actions.

• Control off-road ATV and motorcycle use, especially in the
gulches and on hillsides. These areas, where clean soil and
vegetation were placed as part of the cleanup, could be
damaged.

• Evaluate how well cleanup to date in the Box has improved
water quality in the Silver Valley/Coeur d’Alene Basin.

• Continue to sample and clean up Basin residential and
community areas.

• Begin cleaning up Constitution, Rex, and Golconda – Basin
mine and mill sites.

• Find repositories to safely dispose of contaminated wastes.
• Sample and clean up recreational areas along the Coeur

d’Alene and Spokane Rivers.
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Also in this Issue

Property Cleanups:
2005 Season Ends in November
Basin:  The Idaho Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) Property Remediation Program
focuses on cleaning up residential properties,
commercial properties, and rights-of-way.
Despite mid-season contract problems that slowed
down cleanup, the Basin Program finished
cleaning up 350 properties, which was within this
year’s goal of completing 300-400 properties.
About 138 of these were considered “high
priority.” High-priority properties are those where
there are pregnant women and/or children age six
and under in residence, and where contaminant
levels in soils and private drinking water sources
are above cleanup levels. Many of the remediated
properties are in Mullan and Osburn. On
November 4, cleanup activities for the 2005
season were completed.

This season, roughly 60,000 cubic yards (cy)
of contaminated material were removed from Basin
properties and placed in the Big Creek Repository,
off  I-90 at the Big Creek
exit. This repository now
holds about 160,000 cy.
It is expected to hold
324,000 cy when full.
Another decontamination
area was built this year due
to more truck traffic.

Because the cleanup season ended as this issue of
the Basin Bulletin was going to press,  the numbers
presented are estimates. Final property numbers for
the 2005 Basin Property Remediation Program will
be in the Winter Basin Bulletin.

For more information contact Bill Ryan, EPA,
at 800-424-4372, or ryan.william@epa.gov; or
Mark Stromberg, DEQ, at 800-783-4561 or
Mark.stromberg@deq.idaho.gov.

Box:  When the 2005 season wraps up, the
Upstream Mining Group expects to finish cleaning
up residential yards, commercial properties, and
rights-of-way in the Bunker Hill Box populated
areas. During this season, more than 165 properties
were cleaned up. Over the past ten years, more
than 3,000 residential properties have been cleaned
up in the Box. The Upstream Mining Group’s next
steps include cleaning up large outlying properties
and funding the Institutional Controls Program for
populated areas.

More room is needed in the Box to dispose of
contaminated materials from next year’s cleanup
and from Box development activities. EPA and
DEQ are proposing to expand the Page Pond
Repository and are identifying other possible
disposal locations in the Box.

For more information, contact Angela Chung,
EPA, at 800-424-4372, extension 6511 or
chung.angela@epa.gov; or Jan Olsen, DEQ, at
800-783-4561 or jan.olsen@deq.idaho.gov.

continued

• Assist the Coeur d’Alene Tribe and State of
Idaho with revising the Coeur d’Alene Lake
Management Plan.

Other follow-up actions and findings are detailed in
the final five-year review report. To get a hard
copy or CD-ROM, or a hard copy of the written
comments received on the public draft version of
the report and EPA’s comment-specific responses
(Responsiveness Summary), you can:

Call 800-424-2709
Visit one of the site’s six information
repositories listed at the end of this newsletter
Visit the USEPA Region 10 website at:
http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/cleanup.nsf/bh/
five+year+reviews .

If you received a draft report or submitted
comments, EPA will automatically send you a final
report in the format you requested, by early
December. All hard copies of the report include the
CD-ROM copy.  Note that only the CD-ROM copy
includes the public comments and EPA responses

Five-Year Review

http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/cleanup.nsf/bh/
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Kellogg Alleys Project
The City of Kellogg and the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) worked together to
clean up and resurface eight Kellogg alley sections.
DEQ funded the pilot project which tested three
methods of resurfacing in order to determine what
remedies hold up best in a particular section of alley.

DEQ provided $150,000 to the City of Kellogg for
the project. The city’s Public Works Department
administered the contract. The initial portion of the
project came in under budget, so plans are in the
works to pave another alley section before winter.
Some monies will be held aside for potential alley
repair in the spring.

National Academy of Sciences Report –
EPA’s Response
EPA continues to carefully evaluate the pre-
publication version of the National Academies’
National Research Council’s independent study.
This is a study of EPA’s scientific and technical
practices in the Coeur d’Alene Basin. EPA and
others invested in the issues are considering the
council report’s recommendations and, where
appropriate, will translate those findings into
action.  EPA Region 10 remains committed to
working closely with the Coeur d’Alene Basin
Commission, as well as the Commission’s
Technical Leadership Group (TLG) and Citizens’
Coordinating Council. At the August Basin
Commission meeting, EPA provided an overview
presentation. The Commission’s TLG also met to
discuss the pre-publication report.

View the pre-publication report on-line at http://
books.nap.edu/catalog/11359.html or
www.epa.gov/r10.earth. The Council has delayed
issuing the final report until December 2005. It will
be available for purchase at that time.

Coeur d’Alene Tribe’s Treatment as
State Status Approved
This August, EPA approved the Coeur d’Alene
Tribe for “Treatment as a State” (TAS) status,

which covers Sections 303(c) and 401 of the Clean
Water Act. This means that the Tribe can now
develop its own water quality standards — goals
defining uses of a waterbody — for reservation
waters. The Tribe’s application for TAS requested
authority for the areas within the reservation
waters of Coeur d’Alene Lake and the St. Joe
River, except for Heyburn State Park.

Water quality standards assign uses for a
waterbody, set criteria to protect those uses, and
set requirements to protect water quality from
pollutants. Locally, TAS status means that EPA will
continue to issue National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) wastewater
discharge permits. When the Tribe’s water quality
standards become effective, EPA will use Tribal
standards to set certain limits on discharges to
reservation waters. Before renewing NPDES
permits upstream of the reservation, EPA will
check on whether changes are needed to comply

with downstream Tribal water quality standards.
Before issuing final permits for wastewater
discharges to reservation waters, EPA must seek
water quality certification from the Tribe.

continued

Public Hearing on Tribe’s Proposed
Water Quality Standards

On Monday, November 28 at 1:00 p.m., the
Coeur d’Alene Tribe will hold a public hearing to
gather comments on the Tribe’s proposed water
quality standards. The hearing will be at the
Rose Creek Longhouse, 30030 S. Mitch
Michael Drive, Worley, Idaho – south of the
Worley elementary school. The proposed water
quality standards are available for review at the
Plummer Public Library on 8th and Dogwood in
Plummer, Idaho, or online at http://
www.cdatribe-nsn.gov/depts/lake/quality.asp.

Send your written comments postmarked by
November 28 to Scott Fields, Water Resource
Program Manager, Coeur d’Alene Tribe, 850
A Street, P.O. Box 408, Plummer, ID 83851.

http://books.nap.edu/catalog/11359.html
http://www.cdatribe-nsn.gov/depts/lake/quality.asp
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The Tribe’s TAS status does not give it any
additional enforcement authority. EPA will continue
to implement and enforce all authorities of the
Clean Water Act for reservation waters. For more
information call Sally Brough, EPA, at 800-424-
4372 or brough.sally@epa.gov.

Coeur d’Alene Treatment as State continued

Search for Waste Repository Sites
Under Way
EPA and DEQ continue to clean up metals
contamination in the Coeur d’Alene Basin under
the Superfund Record of Decision. Often, the
cleanup involves taking away soils  contaminated
with lead, cadmium, arsenic, or zinc and placing
them in “repositories.”  Waste repositories are
carefully chosen places where the contaminated
soil is kept and maintained over time to reduce
impacts to people’s health and the environment.

There is much cleanup work left to do in the Basin.
Many repositories in the upper, middle, and lower
basin are needed. The search for repository sites is
happening now. While no site is perfect, each must
be carefully evaluated before the agencies decide
whether to use it. During this technical evaluation,
many factors are considered:

• Prevention of adverse impacts to human health
and the environment

Starr Road Rec Area Cleanup Now Set
for 2006
Cleanup at the Starr Road shoreline recreation area
near Spokane will begin next summer.  The cleanup
was originally targeted for 2005; however, issues
related to construction, contracting, and
coordination pushed the work to 2006.  The
recreation area is next to the Spokane River in
Washington, near the intersection of Starr and
River Roads.  The cleanup will involve excavation,
capping, and access controls to protect users from
lead concentrations above EPA action levels.
Watch for details next year.  If you have questions,
call Ravi Sanga, EPA, at 206-553-4092, or John
Roland, Washington Department of Ecology, at
509-329-3581.

• Prevention of additional impacts to
groundwater or surface water

• Appropriateness for the types of waste to be
disposed of

• Proximity to the cleanup sites
• Cost effectiveness of location and design
• Existing contamination
• Minimization of operation and maintenance costs
• Compliance with laws that ensure that a

cleanup is protective (applicable or relevant
and appropriate requirements)

EPA and DEQ are aware that some citizens have
concerns about where repositories are placed. The
agencies will consider these concerns. Repository
size can vary broadly, depending on location,
topography, and other factors. Repositories do not
hold materials like public refuse, hazardous
chemicals like organic solvents, or large amounts
of wood waste or construction waste.  Once a
repository is full, it is capped with clean materials
so humans and animals will not directly come into
contact with contaminants.

EPA and DEQ welcome community input and
local knowledge about possible repository sites.
If you are aware of any potential sites, contact
John Lawson, DEQ, at 208-373-0141 or
john.lawson@deq.idaho.gov; or Ed Moreen, EPA,
at 208- 664-4588 or moreen.ed@epa.gov.

New EPA Contact for Coeur d’Alene
Lake Issues

Mark Masarik is EPA’s new contact for all
Superfund issues related to Coeur d’Alene Lake,
with two exceptions: Don Martin will continue as
the contact for the Lake Management Plan
facilitated negotiation and the Coeur d’Alene
Tribe’s Treatment as State approval. Interest in
lake activities remains high, and Don and Mark
look forward to working with you. For more
information, call Mark Masarik at 208-378-5761
or masarik.mark@epa.gov, or Don Martin at 208-
665-0458 or martin.don@epa.gov.
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Data System Improvements Launched

Last fall, EPA Region 10 launched
a pilot data management system,
called “STORET.”  STORET
makes Bunker Hill/Coeur
d’Alene Basin Superfund site
environmental data available to the
public via a user-friendly website. Recent EPA
improvements to the website include: a tabular
data query tool, a tool that simplifies downloading
data to an Excel spreadsheet, and a new welcome/
informational “splash page.”  In response to
suggestions by storet.org users, several features
were added.  If you have questions or ideas for
other improvements, please contact Anne Dailey
at 800-424-4372 or dailey.anne@epa.gov.

To access STORET, go to www.storet.org .

Mine and Mill Site News
Constitution Site – The Army Corps of Engineers recently awarded a contract to construct the
cleanup remedy at this site to TPA-CKY.  This firm has hired local subcontractors to support
the construction work. There will be a limited field effort this November with some limited
excavation work and clearing to prepare the site for cleanup work in spring 2006. The
cleanup plan is to consolidate and cap tailings, and to divert surface and subsurface
water away from them.

Golconda and Rex – EPA’s contractor Parametrix is doing more field investigations at
both sites. This work will fill data gaps to support the overall site designs.  Cleanup
designs for the sites will be finished by spring 2006, with construction to begin in summer
2006.  Next spring, the State of Idaho will divert surface water at the Golconda site to help
areas dry for later EPA cleanup work.

Water Treatment – EPA’s contractor CH2M Hill is now doing pilot studies on Canyon
Creek groundwater.  In September, two new groundwater monitoring wells were installed
near the Woodland Park repository.  Water is pumped from these wells and hauled by
truck to a building at the Central Treatment Plant in Kellogg. There, it is treated on a small
scale with both active and passive technologies. Results from this testing will help identify
the most cost-effective technologies to treat water from Canyon Creek.  Before designing
a treatment system, EPA will seek public input on the preferred technology.

For information on these sites, call Bill Adams at  800-424-4372.

EPA Publishes Updated
Community Involvement Plan

People interested in EPA’s public
involvement efforts may want a copy of the
Community Involvement Plan for the
Coeur d’Alene Basin and Box.

The plan lays out how EPA will continue
to work with local citizens during the
cleanup. It also summarizes citizens’
views about the cleanup and needs for
community involvement. Ideas from
residents, community groups, and local
organizations helped shape the plan. Hard
copies are available for viewing in many
local libraries or on EPA’s Coeur d’Alene
Basin website. Or call Andrea Lindsay at
800-424-4372 to request a copy. EPA
thanks everyone who contributed to the
plan’s development.
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Basin Commission Contacts
                  Updated November  2005

Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission – Sherry Krulitz, Chairperson
Buell, Jack; Benewah County Commissioner Phone: 208-245-3274 FAX: 208-245-4364 ksather@benewahcounty.org
Currie, Rick; Kootenai County Commissioner Phone: 208-446-1604 FAX: 208-446-1609 rcurrie@kcgov.us
Hardesty, Toni; IDEQ Director Phone: 208-373-0240 FAX: 208-373-0417 toni.hardesty@deq.idaho.gov
Harwood, Terry; BEIPC Executive Director Phone: 208-783-2528 FAX: 208-783-4561 terry.harwood@deq.idaho.gov
Kreizenbeck, Ron; EPA Deputy Reg.10 Admin. Phone: 206-553-1234 FAX: 206-553-1809 kreizenbeck.ron@epa.gov
Krulitz, Sherry; Shoshone County Commissioner Phone: 208-752-3331 FAX: 208-753-2711 commsec@co.shoshone.id.us
Matheson, Chuck; Coeur d’Alene Tribal Council Phone: 208-686-5403 FAX: 208-686-6610 camatheson@cdatribe-nsn.gov
McCurdy, James; State of Washington Phone: 509-328-4220 FAX: 509-456-0136 jmccurdy@lawschool.gonzaga.edu

BEIPC Staff
Cernera, Phil; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone: 208-667-5772 FAX: 208-686-3021 philc@cdatribe-nsn.gov
DeLange, Jeri; BEIPC Phone: 208-783-2548 FAX: 208-783-4561 jeri.delange@deq.idaho.gov
George, Dave; WA Dept. of Ecology Phone: 509-329-3520 FAX: 509-329-3572 cgeo461@ecy.wa.gov
Hanson, Rob; IDEQ Phone: 208-373-0290 FAX: 208-373-0417 rob.hanson@deq.idaho.gov
Moreen, Ed; EPA Coeur d’Alene Basin Rep. Phone: 208-664-4588 FAX: 208-664-5829 moreen.ed@epa.gov

Technical Leadership Group (TLG) — Phillip Cernera, Chair — Brian Spears, Vice-Chair
Adams, Bill; EPA Region 10 Phone: 206-553-2806 FAX: 206-553-0124 adams.bill@epa.gov
Addy, Mark; NRCS Phone: 208-762-4939 x106 FAX: 208-762-9859 mark.addy@usda.gov
Audet, Dan; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Phone: 509-893-8001 FAX: 509-891-6748 dan_audet@fws.gov
Beckwith, Mike; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone: 208-686-0159 FAX: 208-686-7221 mbeckwith@cdatribe-nsn.gov
Brewer, Lloyd; City of Spokane Phone: 509-625-6968 FAX: 509-625-6537 lbrewer@spokanecity.org
Cernera, Phil; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone: 208-667-5772 FAX: 208-686-3021 philc@cdatribe-nsn.gov
Connolly, Randy; Spokane Tribe Phone: 509-258-7709 x13 FAX: 509-258-9600 connolly@spokanetribe.com
Dailey, Anne; EPA Region 10 Phone: 206-553-2110 FAX: 206-553-0124 dailey.anne@epa.gov
Dierich, Ginny; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Phone: 206-764-3265 FAX: 206-764-3706 elizabeth.v.dierich@usace.army.mil
Fink, Rich; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Phone: 208-762-5915 x222 FAX: 208-762-5905 richard.e.fink@usace.army.mil
Fortier, David; Bureau of Land Management Phone: 208-769-5022 FAX: 208-769-5050 david_fortier@blm.gov
Fredrickson, Sid; City of Coeur d’Alene Phone: 208-769-2367 FAX: 208-769-2366 sidf@cdaid.org
Gentry, Dean; Benewah County Phone: 208-245-2477 dgg@smgazette.com
George, Dave; WA Dept. of Ecology Phone: 509-329-3520 FAX: 509-329-3572 cgeo461@ecy.wa.gov
Hardy, Rogers; Benewah County Phone: 208-689-3731 rogershardy@aol.com
Helmich, Bryan; ID Dept. of Fish & Game Phone: 208-769-1414 FAX: 208-769-1418 bhelmich@idfg.idaho.gov
Johnson, Jeff; U.S. Forest Service Phone: 208-765-7442 FAX: 208-765-7307 jkjohnson@fs.fed.us
Kirkpatrick, Bob, U.S. Forest Service Phone: 406-329-3307 FAX: 406-329-3198 bkirkpatrick@fs.fed.us
Kirschner, Fred; Spokane Tribe Phone: 509-924-0184 fredk@icehouse.net
LePard, David; ID Dept. of Water Resources Phone: 208-769-1450 FAX: 208-769-1454 dave.lepard@idwr.idaho.gov
Lindsay, Robert; Spokane County Utilities Office Phone:  509 477-7259 FAX: 509 477-4715 rlindsay@spokanecounty.org
Perfect, John; Idaho Transportation Dept. Phone: 208-772-1224 FAX 208-772-1203 john.perfect@itd.idaho.gov
Roizen, Ron; Shoshone County Phone: 208-556-0288 ron@roizen.com
Schlepp, Mike; K-S Soil & Water Cons. District Phone: 208-689-3593 FAX: 208-689-3141 farmermike@imbris.com
Sheppard, Clyde; Kootenai County Phone: 208-773-9116 FAX: 208-773-0162 chsheppard@adelphia.net
Snider, John; Kootenai County Phone: 208-664-9773 jasduke5@imbris.com
Spears, Brian; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Phone: 509-893-8032 FAX: 509-891-6748 brian_spears@fws.gov
Sternberg, Dave; State of WA Phone: 509-329-3611 FAX 509-329-3572 das461@ecy.wa.gov
Stevens, Rebecca; K-S Soil & Water Cons. Dist. Phone: 208-762-4939 FAX: 208-762-9859 ksswcd@icehouse.net
Stevenson, Mike; Bureau of Land Management Phone: 208-769-5024 FAX: 208-769-5050 mike_stevenson@blm.gov
Stokes, Scott; ID Transp. Dept. Phone 208-772-1201 FAX 208-772-1203 sstokes@itd.idaho.gov
Stromberg, Mark; IDEQ Phone: 208-783-5781 FAX: 208-783-4561 mark.stromberg@deq.idaho.gov
Suhr, Dave; Shoshone County Phone: 208-556-4471 dmsuhr@imbris.com
Washburn, Carl; ID Department of Lands Phone: 208-666-8606 FAX: 208-769-1597 cwashburn@idl.state.id.us
Werner, Terry; City of Post Falls Phone: 208-777-9857 FAX: 208-773-0549 twerner@postfallsidaho.org
Woods, Paul; U.S. Geological Survey Phone: 208-387-1353 FAX: 208-387-1372 pfwoods@USGS.gov
Zilka, Nick; IDEQ Phone: 208-783-5781 FAX: 208-783-4561 nicholas.zilka@deq.idaho.gov
TLG Project Focus Team (PFT) Leads
Basin-wide Monitoring – Anne Dailey Phone: 206-553-2110 FAX: 206-553-0124 dailey.anne@epa.gov
Human Health/Recreation – Anne Dailey Phone: 206-553-2110 FAX: 206-553-0124 dailey.anne@epa.gov
Human Health/Residential – Rob Hanson Phone: 208-373-0290 FAX: 208-373-0417 rob.hanson@deq.idaho.gov
Lake Monitoring – Phillip Cernera Phone: 208-667-5772 FAX: 208-686-3021 philc@cdatribe-nsn.gov
Repository – John Lawson Phone: 208-373-0141 john.lawson@deq.idaho.gov
Repository – Ed Moreen Phone: 208-664-4588 FAX: 208-664-5829 moreen.ed@epa.gov
Streambank Stabilization – Dave George Phone: 509-625-5120 FAX: 509-456-6175 cgeo461@ecy.wa.gov
Streambank Stabilization – Nick Zilka Phone: 208-783-5780 FAX: 208-783-4561 nicholas.zilka@deq.idaho.gov
Upper Basin Source Areas – Bill Adams Phone: 206-553-2806 FAX: 206-553-0124 adams.bill@epa.gov
Water Treatment/Canyon Creek – Bill Adams Phone: 206-553-2806 FAX: 206-553-0124 adams.bill@epa.gov
Water Treatment/Mullan I/I – Mark Stromberg Phone: 208-783-5781 mark.stromberg@deq.idaho.gov

CCC Project Focus Team Volunteer Leads
Human Health/Recreation – Kathy Zanetti Phone: 208-752-7612 hkzanetti@usamedia.tv
Lake Monitoring – Kristy Reed Johnson Phone: 208-777-1588 FAX: 208-777-1615 kristyr@earthlink.net
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Calendar of Events

Basin Environmental Improvement
Project Commission
Contact: Terry Harwood, 208-783-2528
Visit the Basin Commission website
for meeting information:
www.basincommission.com

Information Repositories

North Idaho College Library
1000 Garden Avenue
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814
208-769-3355

Wallace Public Library
415 River Street
Wallace, ID  83873
208-752-4571

Harrison City Hall
100 Frederick Street
P.O. Box 73
Harrison, ID  83833
208-689-3212

Spokane Public Library
906 West Main Avenue
Spokane, WA  99201
509-444-5336

EPA Field Office
1910 Northwest Blvd., Suite 208
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814
208-664-4588

EPA Seattle Office
Superfund Record Center
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA  98101-1128
206-553-4494 or 800-424-4372

Citizens’ Coordinating Council (CCC)
Chair: John Snider, 208-664-9773
Visit the CCC website for meeting information:
www.basincommission.com/CCC.asp

Other Citizen Group Meetings

Coeur d’Alene Basin Citizens Advisory Committee (CBCAC)
Contact: John Snider, 208-664-9773

Shoshone Natural Resources Coalition (SNRC)
Contact: Robin Stanley, 208-744-1118
Group meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Brooks Hotel 500 Cedar Street, Wallace, ID

Silver Valley Community Resource Center
For information on meetings or how to contribute funds:
Contact: Barbara Miller, 208-784-8891
P.O. Box 362, Kellogg, ID  83837

Washington Citizens Advisory Committee (WCAC)
Board of Directors Meeting, December 7, 2005
Contact: Lloyd Brewer, 509-625-6968
Board meets first Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. Spokane City Water Dept. Conference Room
914 E. North Foothills Drive, Spokane, WA
WCAC is holding a general meeting, November 16 at 6:30 p.m. at Gonzaga University Law School Library
Barbieri Courtroom, 721 N. Cincinnate St (NW of Trent and Hamilton) in Spokane.
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